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                                                       Evil Nature of Women
Margaret and Louise are female characters in the stories "What a Thought" and "The Story of an Hour," respectively. The evil nature and injustice by women has been portrayed in both stories
The main similarity between the two stories is the hidden evil nature of women. In the story “What a Thought," Margaret is loved by her husband, and he can do for her anything she requests to make her happy. For instance, “she knew that if she asked her husband to take her to a movie… he would smile at her and agree” (Jackson, p.1). However, Margret decides to kill him just because of a morbid feeling. No one would think that a spouse would act cruelly on the other in a marriage that lasted over ten years. In the other story, "The Story of an Hour," it is unfortunate to see Margaret celebrate the apparent death of her husband, Brently, even though she did not truly love him. She believes that perhaps, she would have freedom and life would be better after her spouse's demise. "She said it over her breath: free, free, free!"(Chopkin, p.757).
Gender Theory explains how both males and females should be accorded equal rights in a given context. In the "Story of an Hour," Louise seems to have been living in captivity and forced marriage. She says that she would not live for anyone in the future but herself (Chopkin, p.757).On the contrary, in the story "What a Thought," Brently loves Margaret unconditionally. He is willing and ready to fulfill her heart desires. The theory of Existentialism explains that individuals should feel free to express themselves without distractions. In the "Story of an Hour," Louise is determined to have a husband that will not control her. She says, "Free body and free soul" (Chopkin, p.757). In the "Story of an Hour," Louise is living as a captive. The news about her husband’s death made her pray, hoping for long life. Probably, she thought she would not live long if she stayed with her husband. "She breathed a quick prayer that life, might be long" (Jackson, p.758)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Even though Margaret has killed her husband, she is uncertain whether life would be the same in the future without him. According to her, her life is comfortable because her husband provides and is there for her. She is also worried if she would ever find another spouse (Jackson, p.3). On the other hand, Louise believes that her life is comfortable without her husband. She is happy that nobody is going to question her whereabouts. She says that no one will have a private will over her life (Chopkin, p.757)
Both stories are characterized by irony and injustice. In the "Story of an Hour," people thought Louise died from the shock of her husband's coming back. They did not know that she died after being surprised by her husband's return. Hence, the irony is depicted. “The doctors said that she had died of a heart disease- a joy that kills" (Chopkinp. 758). In "What a Thought," Margaret wonders about the unfolding future of her life without her husband. Ironically, she pretends to love him yet kills him just because of the morbid feeling. She says, “What would I do without him? She wondered. How would I live? ...I love my husband.”(Jackson, p.3)
To conclude, this paper discussed how true love could be false in a marriage setting. Also, the theory of Gender and Existentialism has been related to the stories.
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